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aga-inst the second, while our barrage crept relent-
lessly before them. On the left wing the Canadians
with a bound reached the crest of Vimy, and swarmed
on to the tableland from which the ground fell away
to the flat industrial area between Lens and Douai.
Before nine o'clock all the Vimy ridge was ours,
except its northern corner and the high point marked
TTill Ho. By 9.30 the whole of the German second
position had fallen, except a short length west of
Bailleul. By the evening the Feuchy switch line
had now gone, and the enemy front had been utterly
destroyed. He had no prepared position short of the
Drocourt-Queant line, and that was still in the
making.

But the weather was on his side. The ground was
sodden, and our guns took time to bring up. He was
holding it with machine guns in pockets, which pre-
vented the use of cavalry for what was the true duty
of cavalry. Had we possessed a light type of tank
in reasonable numbers the rout could have been
made complete. As it was, there was no chance of
a dramatic coup de grdce. The infantry could only
push forward slowly and methodically, and complete
their capture of the German third position.

Altogether in the three days something over
12,000 prisoners and 150 guns were captured, and
the guns were speedily turned into British weapons.
But no victory can truly be measured by booty,
and the essence of the achievement lay in the breach
made in the German wall. It was an undeniable
breach, the thing we had hoped for at Loos and on
two occasions during the Somme. But it was a
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